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No: 119   NEWSLETTER    July 2010 
 

Dates 
Nominate

By Location/Purpose 
Mem 
Only Contact 

Sat & Sun 31 - 1 Aug  Isla Gorge  4926 1131 
Sun 8 Aug 5 Aug Mount Atherton Y 4938 7375 
Sun 15 Aug   Moores Creek  0400195405 
Sun 22 Aug   Annual General Meeting   
Sat & Sun 28 & 29 Aug 21 Aug Futter Creek, Boyne Valley  4922 7482 
Sun 5 Sep 29 Aug Rack Railway at Kabra  4922 7482 
Sun 12 Sep  Yaamba  4936 1748 
Sep Trip 18 - 25 Sep Closed Lord Howe Island Y 4938 7375 
Sun 19 Sep 14 Sep Byfield  4926 1160 
Sun 26 Sep  Social Tennis  4939 7805 
Sun 3 Oct  Sand Flats  4935 4029 
Sun 10 Oct 5 Oct Byfield  4926 1160 
Sat & Sun 16 & 17 Oct  Stanage Bay  4939 7805 
Sun 24 Oct  General Meeting   
Mon - Sat 25 - 30 Oct  Cooloola Great Walk Y 4938 7375 
Sun 31 Oct  Long Island  4936 1748 
Sat & Sun 6 - 7 Nov 30 Oct Gogango & Mt Sebastopol  4934 7517 
Sun 7 Nov 30 Oct Mt Sebastopol  4934 7517 
Sun 14 Nov  Training Day Y 4936 1748 
Sun 21 Nov  Zilzie Beach Walk  4938 7375 
Sun 28 Nov 26 Nov Cawarral  4934 4120 
Sat & Sun 3 - 4 Dec 18 Nov Christmas Break Up (Ferns) Y 4939 7805 
Sat - Wed 22 - 26 Jan  Great Keppel Island Y 4938 7375 
 

Past President: Mary Howard 49387467 Committee Members Bevan Titmarsh  
Vice President: Cindi Birch 49344120     Dave Larkin 
     Pauline Toop 
Secretary:  Cheryl Gargan 49387375     Fay McBryde 
Treasurer:  Deborah Mylrea49354029 Social Committee  Dot Svendsen  
Publicity Officer: Margo Martin 49337156     Ros Nielsen 
Safety & Training: Stephen Kerr 49361748     Maxine Maunder 
Newsletter:  Darryl capbushwalkers@gmail.com    Michelle Soppa  
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From the Editor: 
 The Capricorn Bushwalkers Inc. newsletter has again kindly been printed free of charge by the 

office of Kirsten Livermore MP – Capricornia. We are grateful for this service and hope her 
patronage will continue. 
 

 The Website: http://www.cqbushwalkers.110mb.com has information for beginners, walk photos, 
information and forms for leaders, previous walks, club rules, all the newsletters, membership and 
incident (accident) forms, links to weather warnings, tide times, recent fire information, frequently 
asked questions, results of tests with equipment, and other clubs. Just follow the links. 

 

 Bushwalking Queensland has a blog that can be found on the website or at http://bwq.org.au/blog/ 
 

 If you are a new member, or have recently changed your email address and want to be kept informed of 
changes to the walk schedule, email the editor at capbushwalkers@gmail.com. I recommend you sign up 
for a yahoo, hotmail, or gmail free email address. These are portable through any service provider 
anywhere in the world, & usually offer greater capacity than that of your service provider. 
 

 Our insurance requires every member participating in club activities to submit annually, a completed, 
signed Risk Waiver form. These are available on the website. 
 

 Please send walk reports for the next newsletter to capbushwalkers@gmail.com, as an attachment. If 
you do not have email access, please post them to The Editor, Capricornia Bushwalkers INC, PO Box 
1130, Rockhampton 4700, or contact the editor directly. If possible, use Microsoft Word to write the 
articles and improve the appearance by using Insert to include pictures From File. Compress the size of 
the pictures by: Right click on a picture in article; choose Format Picture; click on the Compress button; 
Select All Pictures in Document; and change Resolution to Print. Click on OK, OK. This makes the file 
smaller to Email. 
 

 Cut off date for articles is usually two weeks after General Meeting. 
 

 Leaders’ Reports should go to the PO Box for our Records Officer. 
 

 Remember that we have thankyou cards available for walk leaders to use as they feel appropriate- 
access to land or appreciation for other assistance.  Contact the Secretary if you need one for your walk. 
 

 Photos: Email your photos directly to the sharing site linked to the Gmail address above. Contact me by 
E-mail if you want information on how to do it. 
 

 Organise walks by going to the club’s website and either download “Walk Details” form or obtain one 
from the Secretary, complete, and either email it to the Editor, or take it to the next General Meeting 
for approval. E-mail is the preferred option. They are usually due two weeks after the General Meeting. 
Email or ring our Secretary before doing a prewalk to make available insurance cover for it. 

 

WALK LEGEND 

TYPE OF WALK 
D/W Day Walk T/W Through Walk or Car Shuttle required O/N Overnighter 
H/W Half-day Walk 4WD Access by 4WD only X/T   Extended Trip TRN Training 
B/C Base Camp N/F No Facilities-no water, showers, or toilets SOC Social 

 

WALK GRADING 
Fitness Level Distance Terrain (Select 2 or 3) 
E Easy. Suitable for beginners A Less than 5 km 1 Trail/Graded Track 
M Moderate. Reasonable fitness required B 5 to 10 km 2 Off-track/Cross-country 
H Hard. Fit walkers only C 10 to 15 km 3 Not pre-walked 
 L 15 to 20 km 4 Minor scrub 
Alt/s is the approximate chance in height to walk X Over 20 km 5 Medium or Heavy Vegetation 
  6 Creeks/Rock Hopping 
  7 Steep Scrambles 
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Vale Veronica Dundas-Taylor 
 

On behalf of Capricornia Bushwalkers I would like to extend our sincere condolences to Veronica's 
family on her peaceful passing, at age 84, in early June.  Veronica had been in failing health for some 
time. 
Veronica joined the Club in the early 1980s, and was later awarded life membership of Capricornia 
Bushwalkers for her many contributions as a walk leader, vice-president, secretary, publicity officer and 
committee member. 

I met Veronica on my first walk with the Club, a thru-walk at 
Blackdown Tableland.  This was a memorable walk for those of 
us taking part, though not for all the "right" reasons.  Veronica 
was asked to take over temporary leadership of our group whilst 
another walker was taken back to camp, and as was her natural 
willingness to help out, she cheerfully agreed to the request.  
During the morning, however, our group missed a turning, and 
explored scenic sections of Mimosa Creek that the Club has 
probably never revisited since.  We just made it back to the top 
on dark, much to the relief of waiting members.  But Veronica's 
cheerfulness on Club outings, and desire to contribute to the 
Club's activities, remained undiminished. 
Her determination to walk "up hill and down dale" into 
advancing age, was an inspiration to us all.  However, problems 
with her knees, and other complaints, eventually took their toll, 
and Veronica was unable to join in Club outings by the late 90s.  
She subsequently left Rockhampton and moved into the 

Fassifern Retirement Village in late 2000. 
So it is with much sadness that we say farewell to a bushwalking companion and friend. 
 

John Rideout (with thanks to Alan Rogers) 
 

PROGRAM DETAILS 
 
Closing date for nominations is at least 5 days prior to the walk or social event. If you require transport it 
is important to nominate well in advance. If travelling with someone else, it is courteous to pay your 
share of travel costs (10 cents/km). Some walks may have a limit on numbers and preference is given 
to members. 
 

NOTE: Distances shown are only approximate return totals. 
 
Date: 31 July & 1 August Location: Isla Gorge 
Type: B/C M B 2 7 Alt/s: 300m Contact: Pauline 4926 1131 
Description: Drive out Friday afternoon or evening for an 8:00 am start. Two single day walks from the 

QPWS drive in camp site at the top of the gorge. We walk down into the gorge, along 
creek beds, and up the hill to aboriginal artwork, coloured sandstone cliffs and alcoves, 
and through sandstone tunnels and archways. Camping fees payable to National Parks by 
self registration at the campsite. 

Approx drive dist (km): 500 
 
Date: 8 August Location: Mt Atherton 
Type: D/W,H,B,2,5,7 Alt/s: 452m Contact: Cheryl/Alan 4938 7375 

Mob   0437932767  
Description: Postponed earlier in the year due to cyclonic weather, you now have another opportunity to 

climb Mt Atherton in the Byfield area. This energetic walk/climb offers good views of the 
Byfield coastal area and surrounds. 
Reports are indicating that the foliage is very thick due to the rain and the off track nature 
of the walk will demand a high level of fitness.  

Approx drive dist (km):200  
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Date: 15 August Location: Moores Creek, Rockhampton 
Type: H/W T/W E A 1 Alt/s:  Contact: Carol 0400195405 
Description: Get to know your local area with an easy stroll from Norman Rd to Kershaw Gardens 

mostly following Moores Creek. 
 
Date: 22 August Location: Environment Centre 
Type: Annual General Meeting Contact:  
Description: Come along and offer your services for one of the positions. Meeting starts at 2:00pm.  

Tea and biscuits provided. 
 
Date: 28 & 29 August Location: Futter Creek, Boyne Valley 
Type: B/C E A 1 Alt/s:  Contact: Bevan 4922 7482 

            04298370338 
Description: Lazy person’s weekend. Spend an easy weekend, bushwalking, canoeing, fishing or bike 

riding. The camping area has a compost toilet but you must take your own water. 
Approx drive dist (km): 250 
 
Date: 5 September Location: Kabra and Mount Morgan 
Type: D//W E & M H C 1 26 Alt/s: 150m Contact: Bevan 4922 7482 

Robyn 0427274400 
Description: An easy walk in the morning at Kabra followed by lunch at the Mount Morgan pub. Walk 

the historic rack railway track in the afternoon. 
Approx drive dist (km): 100 
 
Date: 12 September Location: Yaamba 
Type: H/W, E, B, 2, 3, 4 

 
Alt/s: 50m Contact: Stephen  4936 1748 

Mob – 0408 303255 
Description: With the river in a more peaceful mood than back in February, come for an easy stroll 

along the banks of the Fitzroy adjacent to Yaamba township. Browse for gem stones and 
look out for bird life amongst the paperbarks. 

Approx drive dist (km): 58 
 
Date: September 18 - 25 Location: Lord Howe Island 
Type: X/T B/C 1 3 7 Alt/s:  Contact: Cheryl 4938 7375 
Description: Closed. Good article May 1997 found on the Website. 
 
Date: 19 September Location: Byfield 
Type: D/W M&H B 3 4 6 Alt/s: 100m Contact: Darryl 4926 1160 
Description: We rock hop and scrub push our way along Stony Creek to explore the spectacular area 

above Upper Stony. Bring your togs.  
Approx drive dist (km): 145 
 
Date: 26 September Location: Woodbury 
Type: SOC Alt/s:  Contact: Dot 4939 7805 
Description: Enjoy a game of social tennis followed by a BBQ. Cost is kept at a low $12.00 per person 

so you can afford to buy more raffle tickets. 
Approx drive dist (km): 112 
 
Date: 3 October Location: Inland Coastal Walk 
Type: H/W T/W E B 1 2 Alt/s:  Contact: Deborah 4935 4029 
Description: This is an easy walk suitable for beginners. Walk starts at Cooe Bay and finishes at the 

Causway area. Fish and chips for lunch for any walker wanting to do so. 
Approx drive dist (km): 66 
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Date: 10 October Location: Byfield 
Type: D/W H&M C 2 4 6 7 Alt/s: 550m Contact: Darryl 4926 1160 
Description: Similar walk to what we did in May. Early start for a walk up one of the tributaries of Stony 

Creek to a ridge that offers excellent views of the Stony Creek valley, Byfield Range, and 
partial views of the Shannon Creek Plateau. We return by the same route, and this makes 
it possible to split the group and leave some to relax near one of the many beautiful spots. 
See the article in Walk Reports and the photos on the website. 

Approx drive dist (km): 145 
 
Date: 16 &17 October Location: Stanage Bay 
Type: O/N M C 2 3 Alt/s:  Contact: Dot 4939 7805  

mob 0429397393 
Description: Either enjoy a weekend relaxing or fishing or walk along the coast of one of our isolated 

bays. 
Approx drive dist (km): 340 
 
Date: 24 October Location: Environment Centre 
Type: General Meeting Contact: The President 
Description: Come along and have your say on club issues and events. Planning for the next walks 

calendar will be finalised so your proposals and leadership will be welcome. Start 2:00pm 
 
Date: 26 - 30 Oct ober Location: Cooloola Great Walk 
Type: X/T,M,X,1 Alt/s:  Contact: Cheryl 4938 7375 

Mob   0437932767 
Description: This 5 day trek allows walkers to access the more remote areas of the Cooloola National 

Park. Passing through heathland, rainforest and wetland habitats, it also provides walkers 
with spectacular views from Mt Seawah and the Carlo Sandblow. 
Further information on the walk can be accessed online at: 
www.derm.qld.gov.au/greatwalks. 

Approx drive dist (km): 1000 
 
Date: 31 October Location: Long Island 
Type: H/W, E, B, 1 

 
Alt/s: 20m at most Contact: Stephen 4936 1748 

Mob – 0408 303255 
Description: A short easy walk in this Conservation Park on the Fitzroy River north of Alton Downs.  

Tree lined lagoons with plenty of wildlife. 
Approx drive dist (km): 21 
 
Date: 6 & 7 November Location: Gogango and Westwood 
Type: O/N D/W M A 2 6 7 Alt/s: 200m Contact: David 4934 7517 
Description: Arrive mid-afternoon for overnight camp at, ‘Forestvale’, Gogango. Fire, BBQ, toilet & 

shower facilities available. 
Sunday morning short drive to Mt Sebastopol, Westwood or meet day walkers (8:00am) at 
junction of Capricorn & Leichhardt Highways (Dululu turn-off) for short drive back to Mt 
Sebastopol. Total walk approx. 3 hours with short rests. Morning tea atop Mt Sebastopol 
with good views south & west looking towards the Gogango Range and Dululu areas. A 
swimming pool and lunch is available at the Westwood Hotel for those who wish to stay on. 

Approx drive dist (km): 130 
 
Date: 7 November Location: Mt Sebastopol 
Type: D/W M A 2 6 7 Alt/s: 200m Contact: David 4934 7517 
Description: Meet the weekend campers (8:00am) near Westwood for a short drive to Mt Sebastopol. 

Total walk approx. 3 hours with short rests. Morning tea atop Mt Sebastopol with good 
views south & west looking towards the Gogango Range and Dululu areas. A swimming 
pool and lunch is available at the Westwood Hotel for those who wish to stay on. 

Approx drive dist (km): 125 
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Date: 14 November 
 

Location: Navigation Training – Kershaw 
Gardens 

Type: TRN, H/W, E, A, 1 
 

Alt/s:  Contact: Stephen 4936 1748 
Mob – 0408 303255 

Description: This is a repeat of the Navigation Training session presented in July 2008. It covers basic 
map reading for navigation and an introduction to GPS. A short talk on the theory and 
background of grid systems used in mapping and how to use them including the use of 
GPS instruments. Some short set practical exercises around the gardens. Handout sheets 
provided. Attendees are encouraged to bring along their own maps and GPS if they have 
one. 

 
Date: 21 November Location: Fisherman's Beach to Cocoanut 

Point, Zilzie 
Type: H/W,T/W,E,B,2,6 Alt/s:  Contact: Cheryl 4938 7375 

Mob   0437932767 
Description: This afternoon beach walk will traverse several headlands along the Emu Park/Zilzie end 

of the Capricorn Coast whilst offering wonderful views out to the Keppel Islands group. We 
will finish the walk with an exploration of the nearby Coconut Point National Park. 

Approx drive dist (km):100 
 
Date: 28th. November Location: Cawarral 
Type: H/W  E B 1 Alt/s: N/A Contact: Cindi  4934 4120 Evenings 
Description: Six kilometres social walk along the highways and byways of Cawarral. Bring hat, 

sunscreen, and smoko and lunch to have in the park at the end of the walk. 
Approx drive dist (km): 45 
 
Date: 4 & 5 December Location: Ferns 
Type: SOC Alt/s:  Contact: Dot 4939 7805  

mob 0429397393 
Description: Come along and help celebrate our Christmas break up at Ferns Hideway. Camping cost 

of $12.00/person allows you the use of their sporting facilities and canoes on Waterpark 
Creek. Book early to enjoy a night of entertainment and delicious food at the restaurant on 
Saturday night.  
Visit the website: http://www.fernshideaway.com.au/ for more information. 
Must have numbers for the meals and camping by the 18 November. 

Approx drive dist (km): 160 
 
Date: 22 - 26 January 2011 Location: Great Keppel island 
Type: X/T Alt/s:  Contact: Cheryl 4938 7375 

Mob   0437932767 
Description: Following the success of the 2010 visit to Svendsen's Eco Resort, we are returning there 

again for 2011. Nominate early for your chance to spend several wonderful days exploring, 
bushwalking, kayaking, snorkelling or simply relaxing with a good book. 

Approx drive dist (km): 90 
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WALK REPORTS 
 

NUMMA FALLS WALK   Blackdown Tableland – Easter 
 
What a wonderful walk -   an energetic walk in beautiful country. 
The weather was beautiful.  It didn’t rain and it didn’t get cold.  Though because we thought it 
might, many of us carried backpacks that were far too heavy for the terrain. Twenty kilograms 
on your back doesn’t help much on steep, vegetated slopes with no track, or on creek 
crossings.  Funny thing is though, you get used to the weight and it soon feels like nothing at all. 

 
There were 15 of us 
altogether, all strung out along 
the way.  The first day we went 
down the hill through the 
pultenaea, which thankfully 
was not too thick due to the 
fact that we followed a ridge. 
We then went along the creek 
– about seven kilometres in all 
for the day. 
 
The creek was beautiful, all 
golden sandstone rock and 
clear running water – lots of it 
because of the recent rains.  
The walk was dotted here and 
there with wildflowers, and 
interesting frog and insect life. 

 
There were umpteen creek crossings as the creek side was barricaded by vegetation or rocks in 
several places.  Some clever people didn’t get their feet wet at all.  Some of us got our feet wet 
at the first creek crossing and every one after that so our boots were wet for three days.  You 
might as well just step right in and do it the easy way.  At one spot there was a huge log across 
the creek and some of us chose to walk across that. The rough terrain and those heavy packs 
caused more than a few spills 
and splashes.  
 
There were stories of wild cattle 
in the area but it turns out the 
cattle were absolutely terrified 
of us.  We heard them 
stampede through the bush and 
saw the vegetation quivering as 
they ran through. 
 
Mid afternoon we arrived at the 
“huh” campsite beside a nice 
big waterhole.  We all 
eventually found ourselves a 
suitable spot somewhere and 
each proceeded to build what I 
would call a nest, so the ground 
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under us was no longer stony and we would not roll down the hill and over the edge of the cliff 
during the night.  In the end we were all satisfied and decided it was indeed a good spot.  We 
followed that with a swim in the waterhole, and a chance to let our feet dry out. 

The second day we walked 
downstream, only one kilometre, 
weaving back and forward across 
the creek again to get to Numma 
Falls.  That was a beautiful sight. 
We had a look over the falls to the 
waterholes below, stayed a little 
while to relax and soak in the sun 
and the atmosphere before returning 
to camp for more swims and 
relaxing. 
 
After dinner, we gathered around 
and enjoyed a nice evening 
entertaining each other.  Dot 
enriched our cultural knowledge with 
readings from what has become a 

piece of classic Australian literature. 
 
Third day was the hike back along the creek and back up that hill.  It was however not as bad as 
anticipated.  The guys all contributed to the navigation and as a result we headed straight for 
our destination as we had done on the way down. Mission accomplished, and a good time had. 
       Pauline. 
 
Byfield Walk 23 May 
 
Last year, Ron told me that he would like to see the Shannon Creek Plateau and during August 
we did an exploratory walk to find a suitable way up. We initially tried forcing our way up one of 
the spurs, but as the vegetation was very thick, we traversed to one of the creeks. This creek 
turned out to not only to be a quick way up, it also offered spectacular views, almost permanent 

water, interesting pools and 
pockets of vegetation amongst the 
granite formations, rocks and 
boulders. We did another walk in 
September and used one of the 
side creeks to access a spur 
higher up that led to the ridge 
between Mount Ganter and the 
Plateau. We quickly regretted this 
attempt as we found it difficult to 
force our way through the 
undisturbed vegetation. 
 
With just four of us going, Glyn and 
Merridy met at my place and we 
headed off early to pick up Gerald 
on our way to Upper Stony Creek 
for the start of the walk. 
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We left the picnic area just after 7:00 and headed for Freeman’s Crossing via the walking track. 
Stony Creek was flowing higher than usual, and we put our rock-hopping skills to the test by 
crossing below the causway, to keep our feet dry. We continued rock-hopping upstream until we 
were forced into the scrub by the depth of water in one of the larger pools.  
 
The start of the small creek was easily found, and I was pleased to discover that the recent rain 
meant it was now flowing. We headed up the creek stepping on white, and the occasional pink, 
granite rocks to discover newly created pools enclosed by the rich, dark green vegetation of 
vines, grasstrees, zamias, pines, ferns, orchards, banksia, treeferns, bloodwoods, stringybarks, 
melaleucas, the red flowers of the bottlebrush, and rainforest trees, accompanied by the 
constant murmur of water cascading over rocks and small falls. 
 
The moisture gave life to dormant mosses that this time, made walking up rock faces more 
technical than previously, and our rate of travel slowed to a point that we knew we could not 

reach the ridge in the time we 
allocated. I did not care, as I was 
taking plenty of photos and using my 
time to enjoy the ambience. 
 
Further on, we left Merridy beside 
one of the large pools, and, as I 
wanted to show the rest of our group 
a small creek that seemed to offer 
permanent water, we pressed on. 
We shortly found it and, after 
climbing up into it, went on a bit 

further to take photos of two 
huge granite boulders lodged 
against each other and 
between which, that small 
creek flowed. 
 
We then returned to our 
packs and headed a bit 
further up until we were just 
over half way up, and starting 
to see views of some of the 
surrounding mountains when 
we decided it was time to 
return. 
 
Merridy was still engrossed with her pleasant environment and birdlife when we arrived, and, 
after a short rest, we rock-hopped back to the picnic area where a couple of us had a cold swim 
before we headed home. 
I believe this walk has a lot to offer and I intend to do it again in October.  Darryl  
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Robinson Gorge Queens Birthday Weekend Saturday 12 June 
 

Linsay, Natalie, Merridy, Chris, and 
I left the Spotted Gum Campsite 
and weaved our way through the 
regrowth to a lookout that Chris 
and I found the previous day to 
take a few photos. From here, it 
was only a few metres to a gully 
that provided an easy way down to 
the upper section of Glenhaughton 
Creek. It was only about a 60m 
drop to the creek but it was very 
different at the bottom. The steep 
sides of the gorge had protected 
the plants from the fire that went 
through about a year previously. 
Eroded sand and sandstone rocks 
lined the slopes in places and the 
creek base consisted mainly of 

solid rock with varying sized loose rocks and patches of sand. The steep sides of the gorge 
blocked the sun and a cold breeze was funnelled up the gorge. Most of the trees were unusually 
thin for their height as they were putting their energy into growing tall to collect the sunlight. The 
creek was flowing recently and the remaining pools were slightly tinted by tannins. It was not 
until further downstream that the creek started to trickle, fed by the moisture trapped seeping 
through the large areas of sand that formed the banks. 
 
As we moved slowly downstream we were taken in by the beauty of the riparian zone, 
especially where it narrowed to make the gorge about a metres and half wide. Here we found 
flying duck and helmet orchids, mosses, fungi, figtrees and silver elkhorns clinging to the rock 
faces and in one narrow gorge, a pool of very cold water which some of us walked or carried 
others through. We counted at least seven types of wattle, some flowering, as the gorge 
widened mixed in with cabbage tree palms, spotted gum, bloodwoods, stringy bark, bottle 
brush, grevillea, paper barks, and pines growing in the sandy soil. 

As we planned to return to camp 
for lunch and drive on to 
Stockvale that afternoon, we had 
morning tea and returned the 
way we came, and up the creek 
a bit further, before climbing out 
of the gorge. 
 
After lunch, we packed up and 
headed off to the Stockvale 
Campground via the 4WD road. 
The main track was closed at 
one creek crossing and when 
Merridy tried to follow vehicle 
tracks around the washout, she 
became stuck in the sand for a 
few minutes. I filled in the holes 
and threw a couple of flat rocks 
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onto the tracks and drove across without problems. On another creek crossing, the steepness 
of the sides caught the bike on the back and it was pulled free of the bike cradle. Apart from that 
we made it to the campsite easily. 
 
After a quick discussion, it was decided to drive onto the lookout overlooking the Cattle Dip. 
This turned out to be a narrow section of the gorge in a bend that contained water. After a few 
photos and a look to see if it was possible to walk down, we drove back to the campsite and set 
up for the night. During happy hour beside the warm campfire Chris made more of her mulled 
red wine to help keep us warm. 
 
Robinson Gorge Sunday 13 June 
 
Our plan for today’s walk was to go upstream to the creek we walked down the previous day to 
hopefully, find some of the reputed artwork. We left camp about 8:20 and took the well-defined 
path to Robinson Gorge Lookout for the start of our walk into the gorge. I have travelled a fair bit 
around this area in the 
past, and thought I had 
seen most of the different 
species of plants and trees, 
but during the walk through 
the fire regenerating scrub, 
I stopped several times to 
have a closer look at 
several that I had not seen 
before.  
 
Linsay was limping during 
the walk, and on reaching 
the lookout, told us that he 
was unable to continue. 
We had a look at the 
scenery, took a few photos, 
passed over gear, maps 
and GPS before heading 
off into the gorge. Fortunately, after a quick physical adjustment, Linsay ran to catch us up, and 
we all headed down the eroded track to Robinson Creek. 
 
It seemed totally different to what we had seen the previous day further up the gorge. Here, the 
gorge was deeper but wider; letting in more sunlight, and the slow flowing creek was lined with 
eroded sand from higher up which sustained large cabbage tree palms, wattle, bottlebrush, 
spotted gum, grevillea, she-oak, stringy bark, bloodwoods, and native grasses that seemed in 
abundance. 
 
As we followed the meandering creek upstream through its many turns, we marvelled at what 
erosion had sculpted in the colourful, soft, sandstone layers over millions of years. Brilliant 
yellow, orange, brown, white, brown, and black with splashes of red eroded sheer sandstone 
cliffs were evident through and above the vegetation. The only sound was that from the large 
sections of cabbage-tree palms rustling in the slight breeze and us excitingly pointing out to the 
others the many points of interest. 
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The confluence was easily found 
and, after taking a few photos and 
bearings, we headed up the creek 
hoping to reach the open area 
further up where the art was 
supposed to be. After lunch, we 
realized that time was running out, 
and on spotting a likely spot for 
art, we climbed up to take a closer 
look. Linsay found the first bit of 
damaged faded stencil art, and a 
bit further around, I found more. 
From there, we could see the 
outcrop where art was supposed 
to be about 700m away, but on 
calculating the time it would take 
us to find it and return; we opted 
to return to camp. We did try 

another prominent feature on our way back but without success. 
 
All up, we covered about 18km, had a fantastic walk at a relaxed pace, and returned to camp 
around 4:00pm in time to enjoy hot showers, mulled red wine and happy hour. I calculate it to 
be about 20km between both campsites and, with an early start; it should be possible to do it as 
a day walk. Thanks again Merridy for organising a great weekend.    Darryl 
 
28 March 2010 – Girt Island 
 
Being an island, Girt Island, just of the coast from Keppel Sands, is usually well and truly 'girt by 
sea'.  But at spring low tides, the water between it and the mainland is little more than a foot 
deep.  When such occasions fall near the middle of the day on a Sunday, large numbers of 
bushwalkers have been know gather at the Pumpkin Creek boat ramp to make the dash and 
splash across to the island and back.  And so it was on the last Sunday of March that 42 

walkers (waders?) turned out to 
make the trip. This was by far the 
largest number of walkers I had 
ever seen at one event but I am 
assured that the pull of Girt 
Island has attracted in excess of 
70 in the past! I was particularly 
struck by the number of children 
walking.  Many times when I take 
my daughter Victoria on a walk, 
she is the only junior.  But in this 
case, she was far from being the 
youngest getting their feet wet – 
quite a challenge when you 
consider that the round trip of the 
walk is over six kilometres. 
 
With so many starters, the group 

quickly spread out into a long train spanning most of the gap between the headland and Girt 
Island.  For many, the walk represents a chance to catch up with bushwalkers not seen for 
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some time but for me, it was a great bird watching opportunity.  Half way across the shallows, a 
large flock of Little Terns were remarkably tame and inquisitive while a flock of around 100 
Great Knots all dressed up in breeding colours were milling around – probably within days of 
setting off on their annual migration back to their breeding grounds in Siberia. 

 
On reaching the island, 
everyone makes to the 
highest point to check out 
the view.  Watches are then 
consulted to decide how 
long we could look about for 
before starting back to beat 
the tide.  At this point, 
people go in every direction 
or just sit down to enjoy the 
scenery.  The rock pillar at 
the northeast corner of the 
island is very popular with 
the Osprey nest in good 
condition but unoccupied.  
While much of the shoreline 
is rocky, there are some 
nice white sand sections to 
be enjoyed. 

 
Quickly, the time runs out and with much shouting and waving of arms, the crowd is gathered 
up and heads back across the shallows to Keppel Sands.  All in all, it was a fantastic afternoon 
and I am sure I will be back to do it again.  Thanks to Cheryl for organising the masses and 
keeping such a large group organised and on time.   Steve 
 
6th June 2010 Mt Chapel 
 
We initially approached Mt Chappel  by walking around  Peak Hill. From there we ascended a 
ridge to the north of Mt Chappel.  We followed the ridge to Mt Chappel, which gave us good 
views of Mt Archer and some of the Berseker‘s other major peaks to the south east.   
This was a delightful walk in the New Year after the Berseker’s were’ ravaged’ by fire. It would 
appear that this area is more prone to bush fires, therefore ensuring a good cover of grasses, 
particularly after an abundant wet summer, such as we experienced early 2010. Unfortunately 
when listed for the club walk in June, the grasses had ‘rejuvenated’ and were at their most 
‘painful’ best. The few who were brave enough to join the walk, will remember the walk for the 
spear grass and cobblers’ pegs, seed heads. 
 
We descended via a western ridge, which gave us fantastic views of the Fitzroy River and 
Rockhampton. We could make out the crane towering above Rockhampton Hospital. 
 In better conditions, we would have climbed an unnamed hill to get the views over 
Rockhampton’s northern suburbs, but the grasses were beginning to “itch” by then, and we 
headed back to the cars via a valley. Beth, Cheryl and Steve were happy to arrive back at the 
cars by mid afternoon for ‘de-seeding’. Carol Campbell 
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The Carnavon Great Walk 25-30 May, 2010. 
 
The Carnarvon Great Walk in Central Queensland was opened in July 2009 so this year in May 
2010, 6 members from the Capricornia Bushwalking Club ventured into the Carnarvon National 
Park to trek the 6 day, 86km circuit walk.  Each day varied from 10 to 17kms with the tracks 
graded easy to hard with creek crossings, climbs and descents.   

We walked through a diverse range 
of landscapes ranging from towering 
sandstone cliffs, majestic silver top 
Stringybark forests, Macrozamia 
(ancient cycads) groves, Casuarina 
trees, kangaroo grass, and bracken 
fern to open rugged country.  We 
saw plenty of birdlife as well as 
kangaroos and wallabies and on 
one cold morning came face to face 
with a very large dingo after which 
both parties quickly retreated.  
Day 2 was the most challenging, 
starting with a scramble up a cleft 
and then a continual steep climb to 
600 metres until we reached 

Battleship Spur which gave the 
most spectacular views over the 
Gorge.  
 
The 4th day saw us climbing again 
up onto the Consuelo Tableland, 
1200 metres above sea-level 
where we stood on top of the 
Great Dividing Range or the ‘Roof 
of Queensland’. On the 6th day we 
were rewarded with a brilliant 
sunrise before we commenced our 
descent back down into the Gorge. 
 
It was finally good to relax and kick 
the boots off after 6 days of 
walking and feel that immense 
satisfaction of completing the 
journey and to also know another tiny part of Queensland. Margot 
 


